SEASONABLE 


and Neceſlary 


WARNING... 


Concerning preſent 


DANGERS | 
| and DVTIES, j 
From the | f 
| COMMISSIONERS ] 
Of the 


GENERALL ASSEMBL Ks: 
Unto all the 
MEMBERS 
Of this | 


KI 


| $$, 
| fea) fea 
EDINBURG H, 
Pamced by Evan. Trrzx, Printer to the Kings mo "5 Y 
Srvrowey  Miogeſy » 1650. EW 


Ae 
L ” « me 4 HW} 


>  - —— 


CE EE Re i Cats 


Lo. ies Cn Ai. co. 2: i Gi 


Bs _—— D—_ 


25. Junii, 1650. Po Mm. 


A ſeaſonable and neceſlary VVarning 
concerning preſent dangers and duties, 
from the Commulstoners of the Gene- 


rall Aſembly , unto all the Members 
of this Kirk. 


CRHACGS F the eminencie of the danger and the nece\- 
SN ſity of our duty did not conſtrain us, we had 
> rather choſe to be ſilent then ro emit any 
XP publick warning tothe land within {o few 
Ag dayes of the meeting of the Generall afſem- 
<2, bly; but we ſhould not only run the hazard 
.. ofjuſt blame from them, but alſo be conſci- 
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| ous £0 guiltineſle in our ſelves, if we did not in atime of ſo 
| great ſtrait, give warning to the Lords people both of their 
| danger, and of their dutie. 


The Inſolent and ſtrange aRings of that pR—_ 4 
of Sectaries in England theſe yeares paſt, in reference to Reli- 


ion and Government, are {o well knowne, and have been 
0 often and fully laid open in the former Warnings, Remon- 
Rrances, and Declarations ofthis Kirk, that we need not now 
rake up much time in repreſenting the ſame. Albeit the Re- 
formation ef the Church of Znglard, and the aqvancing » 
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— the workof Uniformity there, in Do&rine ,Worſhip ,. Diſci- 
LE and Government was che great Yutle that the. Lord 
, and which "all the- people, of God in 
chellthros Kingdoms did ingage themfclyes in Covenant ro 
- andevone rothe ves! olt of their power:y@d&otlrehar work fo 
much deſired and longed for by. all the lovers of Sox in theſe 
Nations, and allthat concerns: Religion, Tye] inthe duſt alto» 

ether forggtren and deſpiſed by choſe men , andin ſtead of 
—- beacry! and order. hae ſhould be in the houſe of God = 
vaſt colcration of many grofſle errors is, allowed, whereby ſo 
many and ſo monſtrous blaſphemies and ſtrange Opinions in 
Religion have been brozched: and are vented in England, as 


the like heth noz been heard of almoſt in any.gencration. And | 
though Monarchy indthe Power of Parliaments.was the an- | 


cient and long continued Government of that Kingdom, yet 
have thoſe men uſurped above the Parliament whoſe fer- 
vantsthey were ,:;and by open* violence drivenaway many, 
' and impriſoned ſome of the'Members theigot, and bave 


7 not onely. taken away the houſe of Lords 8nd, deſtroyed 


the [ate King, butalſ&/ſubverted Monarchy! it {cife, and tu;n- 
edthr Foundations upſide:down-; and” labout to*wreath the 
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yoke: 9Þtheir: oppreision. upon che necks! ot: ourbrethren in 


England; not'only in-regard of chat which cor.cerns theii bo- 
diesand eſtates,bur alſo in-regard of that which concerns their 
ſoultzs andconfciences, whereot chat! 'bngapement that is now 
 prefled in Englandis a preſent and publickreſtimony , being 
afore bondage under which many in thac land: now-gromne; 
whoſe. caſe and fuffe: ings tor-che -work of God we defire, 
not,onely to reqemberdayly. before the Lotd if onr prayers 
andſupplications, Nt inevery'thing- ro regatd it as'if ir were 
ourown: being confidemtthar ſuch asloverketruth; 8& clefve 
to the Covenant in theſe Lands, ſhall obtain mercy of God 
£0 be faithtullinthe midſt of temprations, and tat the Lord 
will 
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witinot ſuffer them tobe rempred above that they are abſero 
bear,but will give unto them the'ifſue with the tempation. 

+ This paity-atter that they have acted ſuch things in Eng- 
l1znd, and al{o forealfl:tcd and oppreffed ourbrethren in 1re- 
lind', now conceiveing that they cannot beeſiabliſhed , and 
that they cannot cat the truir of their own devices without 
contradiction, as long 3s the Knkand Kingdome of Scorland 
ſtinds intheir way, threaten vs with awarre, by drawing. 
their Forces North ward , and ſending them in ſm It parties 7 
towards the Border, that it may bethe lefle diſcerned what” 


they intend todo : And it the Lord in his righteous and wiſe of 


diſpentation ſhall ſuffer chem to invade this Land, as it 7 
is to be feared, thzt the Gangrene of their ercours mays 
take hold upon men of ign -rant an: unſtible mindes , who 
have not received the love of che truth ; So may we, ifthey 
prevaile , look for con'uſton and cefolation , and thar the. 
Pit ars both of Religion and Government ſhall be ruined and 
razed'in this, as well as in our netghbour land. Tr doth there- 
fore in the firſt place concern all' the Inhabitants in this Na- 
tion to draw nearto9 God, and to mourn for their own ini- 
quities , and for all the ignorance an prophanity and back- 
ſlidins thatis ini the land , and ro ſtudte ro make peace with 
Godin Je{us'Chiiſt: The continuance and inicreate of many 
of thoſe fianes, for which formerly we ſeemed to have been 
humbled , doth..doubrleffe grieve the ſpirit of God, and 
may ifthey be'not ſpeedily and tmeerely repenred of, and 
{o#{aken; provoke him to give us overrothe luft of our ad- 
verſaries ; Our King, our Princes, our Nobles, our Paſtors, 
texchers; ad people have finned'; Let us therefore ſearch 
anll try -onr wayes ; and turn again 10 the Lord: Let us lift up 
out Be aÞts with onr hanis to God 1m the heavens, that he may ſpare . 
and fave his people, that they be not a prey to the enemie.”— © 
In the next place , As the Pailiament of rhFKingdome 
A - Bi have. 
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 havetaken care for putting the land in a Poſture of Defence, 
ſo we hope that none ſhall be {o negligent of their duty , and 
{o inſenſible of cheir danger , as not co give chearfull obedi- 
encetothe lawfull commands of their ſuperiours in thoſe 
chings that concern the ſecurity of Religion, and peace of 
the Kingdome, and that are neceſſary for the defence of the 
' cauſe and of their native country; but that every man in his 
ſtation and calling wil} willingly and cheerfully acquirt him- 
ſclfe in the diligent and faithfull performance of all the duties 

that relate untothole ends. 

7 Ierisfarfrom our meaning that any who aretainted with 
\{  Malignancie and Difaffetion cothe work of God , ſhould be 


. ther by parties in Armes , much leſſe do we mean that we 
ſhould affociate and joyn with them , or that they ſhould be 
imployed or made uſe of, or countenanced or permitted to be 
inour Armies. The Lord hath ſo far cleared his mind both 
by his wordand works againſt theſe things , that they are 
very blind who are not convinced herein ; and we have made 

o ſolemn publick confeſsipn of this ſin that relates unto Mg- 

/lignants,and ſo ſolemnly engaged our ſelves againſt che ſame, 

_ thatthey among us, who ſhould again hazard upon ir, ſhould 
ſeem to be deſperately perverſe:It were not only to give great 
ground of encouragement to the Sectaries, before whom Ma- 
_ { lignants have already ſo often fled and fallen , bur to diſcou- 
rage the hearts, and weaken the hands of men of Integrity 
and godlinefle , who could hardly expeR a bleſsing in the 
fellowſhip of ſach , nay, it were from the wards of our own 
former Confeſsion and Ingagement unto duties , to pro- 
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ſumed without remedy. Wee are therefore bold in the 
Lords name to werne the Honourable Eſtates of Parlia- 
ment , and allwhom it concerns in the land, that they may 

| | be 


% - allowed or permitted to aſfociate or joyn themlelye; roge- 


claim a judgment againſt the land , till it were conſu-_ 
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be farre from ſuch athing , 2nd thar they may take care in 
their reſpective places and Stations , to purge Judicatories, 
and Commiitrees of all ſcandalous and dilaffteted men , and 
ſpeedily and effecually to goe about the removing and purg- 
ing out from the Army all men of a ſcandalous converſation, 
and of queſtionable integrity and afﬀection in the cauſe of 
God, and that they imploy none but ſuch as are of a-blame- 
leſſe converſation, and of approven Integrity in the Lords ;- 
work : It ſhall be a ſhame for any in this land , te be ſo faith 

Iefle and unbeleeving, as becauſe ofthe ſcarceneſſe of men to 
make uſe of others, then ſuch as are thus qualified. The 


| Lord hath nor only ſpoken it in his word , and verified it in 


his works inthe dayes of old, but hath let us ſee it with aur 
own eyes, that itis all one with him raaye with few or with 
many , andthata few, whom God Wl countenance , are 
more worth then many againſt whoarhe hath a controverſie. 

Ie needs not be matter of ſtumbling or terrour unto any, 
that the army of SeQaries go masked under a vale of ſeem- 
ing holineſſe,and thac their interpriſes and defignes have been 


| ſolong and ſoofren attended with ſucceſſe:Thele who know | 
| them well, will acknowledge that many ofthem are laoſe and 
 difſolute in their way, and 'though ſome of them walk 
' morecircumſpeRtie,yert how canthey be accountedtruelyten- 


der8 Godly, who love to walk inthe Immaginations of their 


, own heaits,and'in thelighr of their own fire,and in the ſparkes 


that theyhavekindled,corrupting rhe truth of God,approving 


errors in themſelves,and tolcrating them in others ; and who 


| having power in their hands,labour only to eftabliſh ſaftie for 
[themſeves , altogether negleting thoſe thinges thar 
|\concerne the Honour of God , and the Kingdome of 
{his Sonne Teſus Chriſt : If any of rhem have any thing of rhe 


ſeed of God in them;it cannot but be much blaſted with the 
wind of their own vaine inventions , and choaked-and keepr 
down 


— —_—— — —  —  ——— 


Z 


 nAvioh 


(8) W 


' efle oFt Mieprovesnotthe goodnes of their | 
cauſe,orthacrhey fhall proſper ſtill ; The'Lord whois won- 
7Terful in councel,and excellent in working hath been pleaſed 

co.put the rod of his anger; and the ſtaff of his indignation in 
their hand , for executing of his wrath againſt malignants, 


/ becauſe ofrhieientmity &oppoſition ofthatigeneration unto the 
( Cauſe and peoplett God : But if they ſhi invade this land,and 
- exalc themſelves ag2inſt the Lords inhericance, and the peo- 
3% plethar are in Covenant with him, For w hoſe {ake the Lord 

”— 


F did clothethem with power fora time,tor taking vengeance 


ppon-b43 enem'es, Then ſhill they ſtumble and: fall,/and be 
brokenin pieces : Though the hoſt of Senachribe did prevaile 
a2gainft Sarzaria, yer did they fall in Fudah, and he did return 
with ſhameand was line with the ſword in his-own land, 
Thar partje' hath' 25 yet no cauſe ro-boaſt that God hath 
proſperedrhem marmes againſt rhe Covenant, or againſt a 
prayihg pe ple ſtedfaſt in the Lords cauſe,tollowing his way, 
agdwarting upon him for.help and ſucceſle: : 'All their en- 

| counters 
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counter haye hicherto bin againſt Malignants; & now the Lord 


having performed ſd-much of his work againſt that generati- 
on, who knowes but theSearies daymayallo be coming, and 
that when the ſtate of the queſtion ſhal be changed, God may 
eurn his hand upon them, & bring upon them the judgments of 
abrokenCovenant,as he hatheyer don to althat look that way, 

. We defire that not only others, bur the Sectaries them- 
ſelves may conſider , that when England was very low, and ' 
well nigh brought under the fect of the popiſh, prelaticall 
and Malignant partie, That this Nation was then much ſoli- - 
cited for their afsiſtance and reliefe , and even by ſome of 
thele who have lince that time been verie ative and inſtru- 
mentall for the partie which now prevails in that land : The 
Kirk and Kingdome of Scotland were then ſo compaſſionate 
of their brethrens condition, that they were willing to joyn 
in a League and Covenant with ce which both King- 


domes even many of thoſe who are Mw in the Army did 
ſolemnly ſwear and ſubſcribe : In-pr@ſRcution of the ends 
thereof, this Kingdome did (end into Exeland a confidera-> 
ble army, by whole aſsiſtance the power of the Malignant 
partie was broken and broughtlow, and the Parliament & ar- 
myofEnglandputin ſuch acondition,that theyneeded no more 
fear the ſtrength of their enemies. This league and Covenant - 
which was the foundation of E£z2lands and the Armies delle + 
verance and jaftie , the armic hath now forgotten and trod- 

den under foot,and walk in all their proceedings no lefle con- 
trary therero,then darkneſſe is unto light : Neither doth it 
ſatisfie them to do ſo in their own land,but they threaten us 
alſo with warre , for no other reaſon, but becauſe we 
cleave to our dutie in theſe things, to which England itands 
no leſle obliged unto by Covenant before the Lord then we 
doe. We may confidently afſert and profefle before the 


them 


world.that the Lords people inthis land are not_conſ{ciqus to 3 
v; Sh B 4 
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*themilelves 6fany wrong done co that p:evailing partie in, 
_ Exaland : Theengagment in the year. 1648. was no leſſe 
abhorred, and teſtified againſt by the Kirk ot Scotland, and by 
'X theſe that are now in place and power in the State, and by 
CF allthegodliein the land, Then it was by that partie them- 
ſelves ; Which did ſo farre convince the Houſe of Commons 
Thar in their letter ro the Generell Afemblie of this Kirk 
in the ſame yeare, They proteſle that they are aſſured., that 
theſe Impions, and unwarrantable aRions cannuot be done 
with the app: obation and afſent of the Religious and well 
affected people of the Kingdom of Scotland, and thatthey do 
underſtand,that there are very few amongſt theſe who were 
in the engagement againſt them that firſt engaged with them 
inthe Covenant and caule, but ſuc: as are profefled enemies 
rothem, how ever they were then contentto proceed therunto 
chat they might be the better decieverthe people of £122/and, 
y-And that therefore they are unwilling ro impute ſuch evils 
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prayers and ſupplications were powred out in this Land be- 
\ fore the Lord againſt that engagment, 2nd weethink wee may 
| with out boaſting ſay, that thole p:ayers had as much influ- 
| ence upon the defeat iher- of, as ali the power of thar armie : 
1 And fince that time that engagement hath been publickly 
diſavowed , diiciaimed and repealed by the Parlijagient of 
this Kingdom. Neither hath that party zny thing to chal- 
Inge us concerning Maligaants, both Kirk and State having 
conſtantly followed,and being ſtill about their Cuties againſt 
W.+ them, without conniving at, or complying with them 
| in their courles. Tt is true that this Kingdom and Kirk 
have proteſted and teſtified againſt the proccedings of Secta- 
rics in reference to Religion and Government , Which we 
could not but do, unlefſe we had forgotten our duty, and 
the Chriſtian mucuall ryes that lie upon us , not onely as 


fiſter 


| ” tothis Nationia Generall: It is known how many lervent | 
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ſiſter Churches, but'as Covenanted Churches, and ſo make + 
our ſelves partakers of their fins, and expoſed our ſelves eq 
the hazard of their plagues: We inthis Land bring there- 
tore conſcious to our ſelves of nothing but durie; Ifrhey ſhall 
invade us fortollowing the ſame, Shallnot G O D look 
upon 1t and avenge it ? | 

W hilſt we incite men to their duty in the defence of the 
Kingdom againſt invaſion , and encourage them in perfor- 
mance of the ſame , We deſire not co be miſtaken,or that any 


ſhould ſo far miſconſtrue our meaning, as though we did 
thereby intend co ſtir up unto, or approve of «rrmviffon of 


rreEKingdonm of Eneland,oran engagement in war againſt the < 
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ſame. In rclation to peace or war in theſe Nations , we can- 
not but very much commend and approve the reſolutions» 
of the Parliament of this Kingdom, expreſt in their Letter of ? 
the 6** of Marchto the Sp-aker ofthe Houſe oft Commons, . 
and Inftrucions ſent therewith to their Commiſſioners 1649. 
and now again renewed in anotherLerterto the ſame Speaker 
of the Houſe of Commons, wherein they achnowiiiass 
their obligatione<,and declare-their reſolutions to obſervethe/ 
rule of remonſtrating firſt the breaches of peace; of craving 
juſt reparations, of uſing all fair means,of giving a preceding - 
warning of three moneths before any engagement in theſe 
Kingdoms in war, And do hold forth this way of pro- 
cedour inclearing each others, and dealing plain!y, as agre- 
able, not onely to particular Treaties,and to the many Tyes, 
Bands, and Declarations paſt berwixt the Kingdoms , bur 
alſoro the Law of Gov, and practiſe of His people in his- 
word,and tothe common law 8 praGiſe of heathen nations, . 
much more Chriſtian Covenanted/Ki ns; And plain] 
profeſs their confidence,that the Cootianres CLARINET 
Kingdoms, who did take order with theſe of this Nation, 
who did unlawfully engage againſt England,in the year 1648.. 
ELrey B 2 Doth 
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doth ſtill live and reign, a vil bing ſhime and ruine upon 
whatſoever pattie in either of theſe Nations, that without a 
neceflary cauſe and clear calling , and without obfervance of 
the aforeſaid rules and order (hall offend, and invade the other 
Nation: Inall which we do agree with them in our judge- 
meats and reſolutions, and conceive that the whole Land is 
bound to tread the ſame ſteps, and to walk according to the 
ſame rules. 

Albeit we be diligently to take heed of the danger that 
threatens from Secaries, and faithfully co beſtir our lelvesin | 
our places ang ſtations in the uſe of all Jawtull and neceſſary - | 

- means for preventing of the ſame - Yetare we notto forger, 
f bur alſo with the ſame diligence and care co take heed of theſe | 
( Ny dangers and ſngres thatthreaten the worke and people of Gop | 
« from Malignants. Malignancie though a very evill weed, yer | 
is not plucke up, bur {till continues to be one of the raging ſins + | 

of this Land,it being the ſnare, wherewith looſe hearts, who 

cannot endureChriſts yoke are moſt readily taken. Hence it is 

that there be ſtill many of that ſtamp in all the three king- 

doms, who drawing encouragements to themſelves, from rhe 

{. influence they have upon the Kings Counſells, and harden- 

2 BÞ ing themſelves in their way, by the proceedings of Sectaries, 

| do ſtill follow their former de{ignes, and wait for their day, 

and would rejoyce inthe ruine or halting of theſe, who adhere 

to the Covenant : And experience proves that many of theſe 

. who have ſeemed to repent of, and abandon that way, yetdo 

not really ſhake off that fin,that hangs ſo faſt on,bur upon new 

re mptarions fall again upon that ſame wickedneſle, and prove 

worſe then of before, which may be a caution to us not 

J ſuddenly to truſt chem. We make no doubt, but char Ma- 

/ lignanrs will by all means endeavour that there may be room 

- left for them to undermine the work and people of Gop, and 

X engagethe Kingdomina new war, uponterms of their de- 
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viſing, deſtructive to Religion and the Coveninr, 

In reference to dangers upon the right hand ano vpon 

the leſt, beſides any dutie already repreſented tous : We con- 

ceive it incumbent to us, ſeriouſly to recommend the fullow- 

ing particulars roall the Land, eſpecially co theſe that are in 
truſt,either in Judicatories or Armies. 

I. Firſt co watch and praythat innothing they be Ceceivec, 
or come ſhort of the duty,wheceunto the Lord calls them in a 
time of ſo many temprarions and great difficulties. 

2. Every one would labour not only torthe knowledge 
of the truth, but to have the power and love thereof engraven 
on their hearts, that they may from an inward principle of 
orace and ſpirituall life avoid crour, : and all the ſnares 
which lead thereunto,ind be incouraged to contend earneſtly 


for the Faith, which G O D hath been pleaſed to deliver t9 


his Kirk in this Land. , | | 

3. Not only is open Malignancie to be avoided; but men 
would watch that cnmitie againſt the work and people of 
G O D, which ordinarily is the birth of jealouſie and dil- 
content and of familiar converſing with ſuch as are dilaffe- 
Redto or lukewarm inthe cauſeof GOD, ſtealnct into 
their hearts, and gain not upon their afteions by degrees; 
Experience almoſt of all backſliding times and perſons hath 
proven, thatthe fellowſhip of men of a diſaffected or luke- 
wa!m temper, blunts the. edge of tendernefle and zeal, and 
ſteals away the heart, firſt from honeſt inſtruments, and then 
fromthe caule it ſelf - There have been and ate ſtill ſome 
inthe Land , who ina cunning way of infinuation foment 
jealouſtcs, and act diviſions, whilſt they ſeem to be friends to 
the Cauſe, and by this means do more harm then others by 
open violencez Theſe we would mark and avoid them , that 
we may neither endanger our ſelyes, nor give offence unto 
others,nor prejudice the Cauſe of G O D. 
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4. We would take diligent heed, that in nothing we re- 
cede from the juſt and neceſlary defires of this Kirk and 


Kingdom oo propounded to his Majeſty for ſecuring of Re- 


ligion and ſetling the peace of che Kingdom; But that we 
cleave cloſely to our former reſolutions in thote things : If 
we remit and grow ſlack, and yeeld in any of them, as it ſhall 
increaſe the hopes and endeavours of carnall and diſaffeRted 
men , ſo ſhall it provoke G O D againſt us to leave us to 
our ſelves, till we be plunged in a pit of backſliJing. 

5. It concerns us to take heed that we d:» nor tread the 
ſteps oi thoſe, who carried on the late unJawtull engagement 
againſt the Kingdom of England im any thing already con- 
demned by this Ki:k and Kingdom, eſpecially co beware of 
changing the ſtate of our Cauſe, or altering the matter of 
our qua rel] , cither by laying alideof GO DS intereſt and 


tak ng up ot mans, or byPTeterring or equalling mans inter- 
"eſt unto GO D'S : This were to turn tiplide down the 
<Fholetenour of our Principles and procedors , ani not only 


to ſpoyl us of all the comfort we can look for from our Cove- 
nant, but alfo zo bring upon our felves the guilt and reproach 
of all the fin of thoſe , who carried on that engagement, ſo 
much condemned and born teſtimony againftin this Land. 
6. We would beware of loling the advantage of defen- 
ders, ſecing our ſtrength moſt conliſts in theequity and clear- 
neſſe of the Cauſe, andthe holy 4nd righteous way in pur- 
ſuing of the ſame : Ir ſhall be better for us , rather to endure 
ſtrairs for atime , then by precipicating and making haſt in 
the dark , to ruſh againſt the wall, and ſpoil our ſelves of 
chat peace and comfort, which we may have in waiting «ill 
G.O D gobetore us. | 
7. We dclite that all the Land may be ſtill pouring out 
their prayers and ſupplications before G O D , thar the 
Kings Majeſty may really and wholy abandon all Malignant 
ab : principles . 
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principles and Counſells, and joyn cordially in the Cove- 


nantand Cauſe oi: G O D. | 

8. As all the people ofG@ O Dthroughoutthe Land would 
be carefull to diſcern of dangers and avoid ſnares irom , and 
compliances with both Sectaries and Malignants, fo woul 
Miniſters be diligent and faithfull in preſsing of theſe duties, 
and that in a ſolide and convincing way, and labour to make 
it appear that they ſpeak not againſt the one or the other 
fiom paſſion or intereſt , bur upon the grounds of divine res- 
ſon, and from chelight and authority of G O D S Word; 
that lo they may make themſelves manifeſt to the conſci- 
ences of their hearers,and ſtop the mouths of gainſayers. 

Finally all the inhabitants of the Land would beawate 
of pride and carnall confidence, and in a humble way would 
waitupontheL O R D, and tread the ſteps of holineſle 
and righteouſnefle, and he who hath done great thingsfor us, 
ſhall yer ſave us. 


A. Ks 
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